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A Newsletter of the Children’s Advocacy Center of 8ith County
Investigation, Prosecution, Justice and hgdior the Victims of Child Abuse

“Tell Me Everything That Happened...”

Understanding Forensic Interviews and the Role Thelay in Child Abuse Investigations

Here | sit in a pr-school sized chair at a table of simi
proportion. My surroundings are child-like, childed
furniture, with pastel colored walls, markers arapgr
atop a table, and a whimsical bird house commissida
the corner. The dried up crumbles of play-doh lstiac

During this time background information about tlge
of the child, nature of the allegations, developtakand
school status of the child, and cultural backgroand
family composition are discussed. It is customfmy
the forensic interviewer to receive some background

the carpet and the marker stained chairs are gentlinformation on the child while still remaining an

reminders of the other children who have sat &t téible
across from me. Today | am speaking with a girl of
about middle school age. She has long jet blaakamal

a sweet smile.
position on the other side of the table with wigee
hesitation. By this time | have spoken with law
enforcement and Child Protective Services and baes
made aware of the allegations which brought hee her
today. We introduce ourselves to one another pedd
some time talking about school, pets and siblinyige
discuss what it means to tell the truth and whatétans

to tell a lie and we even establish some grounelsrédr

the conversation we will have today. We both haaper

in front of us and she has begun to draw a colahd
unique picture. After some gentle laughter and the
exchange of smiles, | can feel that this childeady to

tell her story. “Tell me why you came here today...”

What is a Forensic Interview?A forensic interview is
often times the first step in child protection casw
investigations of extreme child abuse. Children are
referred to the Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) of
Smith County by Child Protective Services (CPS)/and
law enforcement. The referrals received generally
involve allegations of sexual and/or physical abwsE a
child has been the witness to a violent crime.
purpose of the interview is to determine the faift@n
investigation and the interview is designed to be a
structured conversation which elicits an accuratpant

of events At the CAC, before the interview is conducted,
a pre-interview briefing occurs between the agencie
involved (CPS and/or law enforcement), the forensic
interviewer and the family advocate.

The

objective and neutral party.

What happens in a Forensic Interview?The forensic

She glances up at me from her timidnterview is conducted one-on-one with a child and

monitored via closed circuit television by CPS and/
law enforcement. There are various models and
technigues for conducting forensic interviews anosim
are supported by a wide range of research andtiites.
The child forensic interview structure can varydigtail
according to different schools of thought; howeube
basic principles are generally similar.

The CAC follows a forensic interview model promoted
by the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas. Tehel

of questioning and detail gathering during the rivitawv

is of course based upon developmental considegation
and age of the child. The structure of the in®wi
generally consists of the following elements: @pp
building with the child and basic information gathg,

an understanding of truth and lie are assessed thdth
child and a competency assessment is made, gwedelin
are established for the context of the interview Hren
detail gathering takes place regarding the incidant

guestion and other potential risk factors
(See “Forensic Interviews”continued on next page.)
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Photo demonstrates Becky Cunio
conducting a forensic interview
with a child at the CAC
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“Forensic Interviews”continued from page 1.

At the point that the interviewer feels he/she hddressed these issues, a brief brea
taken from the interview to meet with the agentieg have been monitoring the intervie
This break lasts approximately three to five misut@d is the opportunity for CPS and
law enforcement to clear up any questions they haae which were or were not address
The interviewer returns to the room with the chéldd may ask additional questions f
clarification. After this has been done the iniew is concluded by ending on a positi
note, usually shifting the discussion to a moretratopic. The length of time this proce
takes depends upon the age and developmentalditred child.

What training does a Forensic Interviewer haveAn essential component of the CA
approach is the provision of high-quality, non-dogiive and non-leading forensi
interviews of children. While child protection iestigators and police officers have be
questioning children for years, the tremendous esimgresearch conducted since the m
1990’s shows us that a child’s ability to discl@dmise is impacted by many variables: 3
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and developmental state, memory development, kisibtraumatic experiences, and t

e

influence of culture and family environment. Whitgensic interviews may be conductgd
by investigators or by child interview specialidigst practice recommends that children|be

interviewed by a trained professional in a chiliéfidly location such as a Children
Advocacy Center.

At this point in time there is not a certificatidar forensic interviewers; however, t

Professional Society of Forensic Interviewers CofleEthics recommends that forensjc
interviewers be trained in the field of Forensitemiewing and in the areas of child abupe
and neglect, be trained in child development artii@l diversity, must complete ten houfs

of continuing education training per year and stiqudrticipate in peer review sessions

a

minimum of twice yearly. The task of interviewimagchild about possible abuse can b¢ a

daunting task and can have far reaching implicatiéor the children, families an
professionals involved. With no room for errofsitimperative for forensic interviewers
stay abreast of the most recent literature andtstantly strive for improvement in the
interviewing skills.

...As the interview with this sweet, young girl draws a close she is no longer &
unfamiliar face. In the forty-five minutes | haspent with her | have learned some of |
deepest secrets and from her body and verbal lgegshe expresses that she feels s
here. “l have asked you a bunch of questions,albhave anything that you would like
ask me?” is the question that | pose to her. “Idbg states, “but can | give you this?” A
look down | notice that the colorful picture shestHzeen diligently working on throughod
the interview is now finished. She has drawnghape of a large heart with many smal
hearts outlining it and in the middle she has ent‘l love you for what you do.”

In the same way the marker stained interview chairs
and dried up crumbles of play-doh serve as
meaningful reminders, so too does this picture. |
intentionally keep it hanging above my desk as an
admonition to the huge impact and positive inflleenc
these interviews can have in the lives of the chiid
and families that come through our center.

This article was written by the CAC’s Forensic ntewer,
Becky Cunio. Becky holds a Bachelor of Scienced2efjom
the University of Houston. She was a Child Pratect
Services Investigator before coming to the CAQID&2

In 2009, 343 forensic interviews were conductetthatCAC.
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From January 1 to December 31, 2009, the CAC inigsted 254 cases with 34
children. 76 children and 113 caregivers recaivéherapy services.




According toDarkness To Lightan international nonprofit agency specializingtia prevention of child sexual abuse,
one in four girls and one in six boys will be selkpar physically abused by the time they reach &8e Since opening
its doors, the Children's Advocacy Center (CACYBaifith County has investigated over 5,300 casesitd physical
and sexual abuse, and has provided services for7¢gy@0 children.

The month of April is designated as National CHilsise Prevention Month and the CAC is showing supgb local children by making

our community aware of this staggering epidemia. fore information on these child abuse preventiotivities, please contact Lea
Rowe at (903)533-1880.

Shining a Light on Child Abuse Prevention
Throughout the month of April, local residents, ibesses and organizations are encouraged to dibplaylights outdoors to
show support and awareness of child abuse preventi

National Go Blue Day — Wednesday, April 7'
Show your support of child abuse prevention by wegablue ribbon, ablue shirt, ablue necktie—anything visible araue

Kids Fest — Saturday, April 17"
Booths, games, and fun activities for children eid@lway Square Mall in Tyler from 10:00 am-2:00 pm.

National Blue Sunday — April 25"
Blue ribbons will be distributed to congregations atrtiggpating churches to show support of child abysevention.
Many of these churches will offer a special prdgerthe victims of childhood abuse.

:: i Food Fast Children’s Charities third anntabre the Kids" golf tournament will be held
o Fore H’}Q - on Monday, April 5, 2010, at the Cascades and ey Country Club. Proceeds will
- benefit various local children's charities, inchuglithe Children's Advocacy Center of
K, ds Smith County. For more information, including peigating in the tournament as a
2 A player or sponsor, please contact the Food FagtoCation at 903-534-0028.

This extraordinary black-tie biennial event presentby All
O_* E* ] l ]| J -\/ ] Q [ ‘ Saints Episcppal Schoc_)l, brings_ _together an _aﬁl@nup_ of
wine enthusiasts, business, civic, and social lsadeine
ambassadors, celebrated chefs and special guegtstién of the
et Proceeds will benefit the CAC. For more informatand tickets

please visit www.offthevinetyler.com.

WINE GALA & AUCTION
TL 1€

Sunday June 28 — ; Sunday
Tuesday June 28 H 0 A da December 5, 2010

Home Tour

Bids For Kids is an online auction on Ebay presetieough Ia::e i_? tlhe, beauty Ofl tge holilda%/ slgdasorgj by touffdl;gbof
the Tyler Morning TelegraphBidders will find unique items, Tﬁ e ygl\lr sb mostteta_oratety Of' a%/ ectorated ;lm
experiences and gift cards available. ere will be entertainment, reireshments an an

drawings featured in each of the homes.
Beginning June 2f) go towww.TylerPaper.comand click

on the Bids For Kids icon. You will automaticalbg taken Tickets may_be purchased at Larry Lott Interiorssifle

to the auction website. Susan Robinson Jewelry), Belladonna Day Spa Qr
Ramsey-Fritz Jewelers beginning Novembr You may

For more information on how to sponsor the auctiorto also purchase tickets or get more information bjinga

donate an auction itercall Jennifer at (903)5:-1880. Jennifer at (903)533-1880.
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BREAKERS
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5106 Old Bullard Road, Tyler

Breakers, one of Tyler's newest fine seafopd
restaurants, celebrated its grand opening by dumdti
over $1,000 to the Children’s Advocacy Center. rfikh
you to Breakers Owners, Brandon Hafner and JAl
Hafner, for supporting the CAC!

Brandon Hafner, Al Hafner and Tyler Chamber of
Commerce Contact Club Members during Breaker’s gdan
opening ribbon cutting

Carol Langston was honored as the 2009 Childremigo8acy
Centers of Texas’ Executive Director of the Yeathat CACTX
Team Excellence Awards Ceremony in Austin. She was
recognized for her outstanding dedication to thaldishment,
development, growth and continuation of the Chiise
Advocacy Center movement in Texas and as a statele@tler

in the fight against child abuse.

CAC Smith County Board Members, Kimber Spinks and - - .
Todd Anderson, with Carol Langston at the Children’

Advocacy Centers of Texas Awards Ceremony in Austin

Christmas was a special time this year for manwll@hildren who have suffered physical and seximisa. One Tyler Areg
businessman, along with his friends and colleagwased funds to provide these children with a §hras party that they will neve
forget at the Discovery Science Place. Santa @thkelpers” (the Tyler Junior College Apache Bs)l¢ook photos with all of the
families, there was a catered holiday dinner arnth eaild left that evening with several Christméf$sg

In addition, many families that the CAC serves hagey low household incomes. Many individuals,argations and businessds
“adopted” the low-income families and provided Ghmas gifts that these families would not have had.

The CAC appreciates everything that the local comitgudoes to ensure that all children have a spaciiday season.

(== ; .J pr e i - " L )
CenterPoint Energy providing Christmas gifts for@AC family

Barb Carter, with Chick-Fil-A, delivering bicycle® the CAC
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